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Spotlight

THERESE

Born in Stockholm, Sweden,
daughter of a Lebanese father
and a Swedish mother, Therése
Neaimé has come along

way after the release of her
critically-acclaimed debut album
“LIVIN” in 2006. Therése took
part in the Swiss pre-selection
of the 2011 Eurovision Song
Contest with a song called "1
Give in."

Therése began to dance at

the age of 6. Always on stage,
doing dance theatre and
winning dance contests, it was
only a matter of time before
singing would complete her
stage persona... She knew how
to make her way through to
singing and songwriting, her
real passion.
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Lifestide mogazine met Therdse Neaimé in
Dubai. In addition to being a balented sing-
er Therse happered o be a shong-minded
woran o ving person who beliews in the
proiousness & relatonships, who is faith-
Juland tharnigul fo whomever supported her
through time, and who shll believes in the
beauty of her dreams, despite life's ups and
[ la VTR

Lifeshde magazine 15 happy bo share with vou
a special one-on-one with the falerbed singer
witheopen heart.. enjoy!

How did it all start?

I was actually 2 dancer touring the sworld,
when [ decided that T wented to sing; go
toa musdc school, wiite my own lydes and
perdomn my own songs. That's when T de-
cided to go for my dresm and Iwent to Hol-
lywood.

What about your songs Lyrics?

My lyies alweys come streight from ooy
heart. They are authentic and tell a stogy
from oy Ufe, "The Pobwre” and "Color of
Love" are about lving my dremm. "The
Wight has come” is a song for my mother
who passed 10 gears ago and “Heartbeat
for my son Lucas. My latest single "Todasy
Is & Holiday" is 2 song for the TAE Naticnal
Day and I'm singing pactly in Aabic. k was
actimlly Eddy Boustany from Music Master
who encouraged me to zlso sing in Ambic.

What does fame mean to you?

Fame anly mesns that [ am Uwving my dream
the way I always werted: by making music.
I believe that we are all good at different
things and levels but that we are actuzlly
all the srne. I zm now zble to tewvel the
world and tell staries with my roasic. More-
over, oy son Lueas is with me everywhere I
qo and that is essential for me.

What keeps your feet on the
ground?

The fact that I hawe built my career all by
myself from the begirming; my band 2nd I

wed to handle our own flyers and I have
always kept oy feet on the ground. T love
what [ do and I love the people zround
me. Besides, Tam a mom with a child who
handles everyday life and 2 person who
believes that eversthing can be reflected
through waarmn inspidng music if gouo words
hard znd 2dd feeling to it; that is authentic
and people can tell thet there is 2 story be-
hind every song.

What makes you different in a com-
mon conmercial music world?

I think it's when people feel that you are
close tothem, and that only happens when
you, are wnique znd real. I don't just wenk to
sng emnpty Tyries. There is 2 strong meaning
in every song [sing becase all of my sangs
are aukhentc and far from being fake.

Who'z your biggest support?

My friends and oy family. I has been a2 long
journey. The persan [ was in a relationship
with, 10 years ago, encowrmged me to go to
Hollgwood. My mom znd dad were always
very supporbive. Besides, all the people
around me gave me energy to keep it up. [
believe it's the small things that keep you
qoing, therefore it is hard for me to just
point out one person. In the Middle East,
the support of media and press has been
wonderful. [ am really grteful for ewery
person who is there for me,

What wonld your best song be
among the 15 ones in yow albwm?

I would say thet they are all my "babies”
and it is heed for me to name one. I par-
Hewlarly like "Today Is A Holiday", though.
The album w=s produced in Evrope and ae-
tually firelized in June. But since I hawe
always been received so well in the Middle
East, T felt like giving something back to
the reqicn z2nd that's when we st down in
July znd wrote "Todzy Is & Holiday” as an
additional song for the album. It's 2 tib-
ute to the 40th armdversary of the TTAE and
it has been playing on all mdio stations in
the country, Besdes, a special music video
supported the breakthrough of the album;

0 encore

Therése joins Abu Dhabi
big band at al Hoor gala
charity ball in Dubai
Therase Neaimé ap peanad at

a GalaCharity Ewentin Dubai,
hald in the gardens of the Eritish
Embassy on December &th. In
A unique appaarance, Naaima
teamed up with the Lbu Dhabi
Big Band and performed in fmnt
of 45D'VIF‘_gues;ts in $Upport

of children with special neads.
The proceads of tha evaning
wizie donated 1o the AL N OOR,
TRAINING CENTRE on the
oocasionof the Cantm's 30th
ANNWRrEany.

"Wisithg the centre a couple of
weelis ago, meeting the duildren
ek, wehg thelr stuggk bu?
Also thelk o, once again mode
e realize what's imporant

I Nife and Hangs we should
never taie [ gran tedl Simpily
avetuheltng... " Thardse says.

there wes a contest on the internet on
Facebook askdng people to send in iPhone-
clips with their "special TAE moment”. I am
wery proud ko say thet we had over 20,000
hits on my Facebook fan page in anly theee
weeks, The video was all sbout the celebz-
tions of the people in the TAE and filmed in
Jebel Al Golf Rescort. Ik was indeed a fan-
tastic idem and = video Iam very proud of.

What would you keep in mind from
this joumey?

[think that [ hewve shown thet it is possble
to go for my dream! Don't pot angy lmits to
what you can achiewe in life. I you're readsy
to work hard, just keep qoing. There will
be lots of ups and downs and herd waork.
SH1, when you keep qoing, you make other
people believe in the possibilifies of achiew-
ing samething, too, Moreover, if your music
cores from your heart, the people around
you will feel it.

What would youwr future plans be?

Bt this poirk, I would like to keep spread-
ing my new album thet was released in the
Middle East and promote it in Lebanon and
other places. Dur fubore plans are toalso fo-
oz an Europe and release the album there,

Would you have any messages to
youth?

Believein your drezm znd dont let angbody
tell you that you can't do it E takes a lot
of herd work to achiewe what you went,
bt nothing is irmpossible... I was 2 dancer
who wanted to sing... I was very ddven and
therefore, hiere [ zm! We only regret the
things that we never tried!
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